
Read or listen to a fiction (make-believe) book Fill in the story map about the book. 
!

!

!

Book Title: 

Characters: 

Setting 
where the 

story takes place 
Favorite part of the book: 

Beginning: 

Middle: 

End: 



!

!

Topic Sentence:                                                      
                                                      
                                                      

 Next,                                                       
                                                      
                                                      

 Last,                                                       
                                                      
                                                      

 First,                                                       
                                                      
                                                      

Write about a time you went to a park or plan your next trip to the park. Remember to use 

capital letters and punctuation (ending marks). Draw a picture in each box to go with the story. A 

topic sentence might say: Today we get to go to the park. or One time I went to the park. 
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1 	 Fill	in	the	blank	with	<,	>,	or	=.	

	 12	 	1	1	

	 13	+	20	 	31	

	 28	 	19	+	10	

	 15	 	9	+	6

	 7	 	1	7	

	 45	 	45

	 17	+	3	 	22

	 40	 	20	+	0

Practice

2 	 Sandra’s	cat	had	3	gray	kittens,	2	spotted	kittens,	and	
4	white	kittens.	

	 How	many	kittens	did	she	have	in	all?	 	kittens

	 Number	model:	 	+ 	+ 	= 

Family Note

Today your child practiced using relation symbols <, >, and = to model number stories about the 

weights of various animals.

Please return this Home Link to school tomorrow.

NAME DATE

Home Link 5-9More Comparison 
Symbols
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1 	 Write	<,	>,	or	=.

	 Example:	18	 > 	12

	 1	1	 	7	 	 21	 	25	 	 37	 	37

	 29	 	42	 	 35	 	15	 	 48	 	78

Practice

2 	 Talia	has	8	red	leaves.	
Jon	has	9	yellow	leaves.		
How	many	leaves	do	they	have	in	all?	 	leaves

	 Number	model:	

NAME DATE

Home Link 5-4

Relation Symbols

Family Note

Today your child was introduced to the relation symbols < and >. The < means “is less than,” and 

the > means “is more than.” These symbols are used in the same way = is used to mean “is equal to” 

or “is the same amount as.” For example, instead of writing 5 is less than 8, we write 5 < 8.

It takes time for children to learn how to correctly use these symbols. One way to help your child 

identify the correct symbol is to draw two dots near the larger number and one dot near the smaller 

number. Then connect the dots as shown below.

5 < 8
Another way is to think of the open end of the symbol as a mouth eating the larger number.

5 8<

Please return this Home Link to school tomorrow.

•
••

<	is	less	than
>	is	more	than
=	is	the	same	amount	as
=	is	equal	to
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Eye Tricks (Water Refraction) Experiment 
 
Find 1 clear cup (plastic or glass will do). Tape the image to the back of the cup. Slowly fill the cup with 
water. What do you notice about the image as the cup fills?  
 
Here is an example of how to set up your experiment: 

 
 
Print & cut out this image to use on your cup! 
 

  














